Hetton Downs and Eppleton Colliery by David Witham
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Back of Downs Lane & Nicholas St Looking South 

High downs has seen just as many changes as the colliery that it almost owes its existence to, The Mine certainly heavily influenced its development.
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pic by Mr Moody taken from no2 Pit Heap. 
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1856 showing the George Stephenson line to the left with a line branching off toward the Colliery and surprisingly a small quarry at the top of Downs lane, note just how primitive the area is though the quarry looks well organised with viaduct and Lime Kilns with its own branch lines, North of the Eppleton Line the strange square shape of the "Ovan" which will later transform into  Eppleton Estate To the South of the Eppleton Line both sides of Terrace Housing of The Downs Lane appears well established (it also looks like they have large gardens/allotments?) and the East side of Market street with a few named Public Houses, another surprise is the housing of Francis Street which will eventually find its way into Beamish Museum, is yet to be built.
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1896 What a contrast, it appears Hetton Downs Housing is complete! Eppleton was a High employer for most of its life, whilst its Big Brother The Lyons Pit despite being the bigger mine in the early days employed roughly half the amount of workers, note the Cemetery (bottom left) and the private housing of Houghton Road has yet to be built, However the large School (near the Top Shop) possibly built by the Hetton Coal Company? is on the site of the former small quarry which appears to have a large Tunnel over the Wagon Way?, Also worth noting is the Methodist Church at Lindsay St and Managers House opposite and Eppleton Church is shown on this map.
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1919 Yet more Housing, Houghton Road looks complete along with the former New road which is now called Regent street, with additional housing behind.  
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1939 not a great deal of change but the Cemetery has expanded (possibly due to fatalities from the mine?) with more housing nearby (Louvain Terrace) However Demolition has taken place with the removal of the School though the Infants building is still shown and Eppleton Estate has been built over the Ovan. 
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1968, The Eppleton Wagon Way and indeed the George Stephenson line to Sunderland has been dismantled and High Downs is in the process of considerable change with new Council Houses replacing many of the former Colliery Housing, George St has been replaced with new Council housing on both sides, along with aged homes built on the Gardens of Jane street on Church Road, other developments are new Housing on the Gardens of Maudlin Street and the Demolition of Kenton Row near the Quarry along with the Institute and the 3 rows of Blossom, Minor and Hutton Street have been with replaced with the new Blossom Street, which will later also replace Kenton Row with a newer style of Housing. Sadly "Old Maps " only go upto this year in detail, there will be many more changes by 1980, with only Henry, Maudlin, Downs Lane, Thomas and Nicholas Streets surviving within the next 10 years. By 2010 Maudlin Street will be the only relic of a former Pit Village, itself in a very sorry state and appears to be ripe for Demolition.
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pic by Mr Moody Looking East toward Eppleton Colliery sometime in the 1950s note the towering height of No2 Pit Heap to the right, also the tunnel heading up to the Mine.
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roughly the same view in 2012. Difficult to believe this was once a deep cutting for a busy Wagon Way, incidentally some say the Tunnel is still there only backfilled !   
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EPPLETON COLLIERY LATE 1950s LINDSEY STEAM WINDER STILL IN USE





pic Mr Moody, The picture has captured stunning working activity, from the late 1950s possibly early 1960s. note the old Steam engine still in use and the large chimney smoking away.
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I took this picture in 2011, talking to the people who are now operating the site, they have dug up many relics some which they cannot explain its purpose, this is probably the base of the Lindsay shaft, there was also a large concrete plinth which was probably the Large Chimney base from the picture above? both have since been removed.

[image: image12.jpg]



The cap for the Caroline Shaft, The site operators removed all the debris from the original back filling of the shafts during Demolition, This is the depth they are going which is why they installed a concrete cap, the level will be eventually back filled leaving no trace.
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This baffled a few at the now Quarry, It is a Stone built wall but with heavy soot deposits, Old pictures of Eppleton show a number of Chimneys to the East of the Jane/Caroline Shafts, this is probably the remains!  The Chimneys were possibly Airshafts, The Hetton Coal Company were one of the most advanced of their time and to help with the Furnace ventilation resulting in a smokey shaft, It is thought these chimneys linked up with the shafts and an additional fire would have been lit. This one was near the Caroline shaft, which had been built on by the later workshops, only to be uncovered due to Quarry Deep Excavations.
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Taken just before closure, Caroline shaft in the middle minus the Headgear, however the roof still had the tiles missing where the Steel legs poked through.
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pic by Mr Moody taken at the main entrance, building straight ahead was the Compressor House with the Jane Headgear and Winder on the left.
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Similar view taken in 2009.
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Lindsay Head gear, the Spot lights came from Houghton Colliery after it was demolished, note the Hangman's noose, this was put up by Striking Miners during the Big Strike, with a Dummy / effigy to warn off anyone thinking of returning to work.  
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pic by Mr Moody, showing the original Lindsay Headstock and impressive Steam Winder, This shaft was always intended to be the Coal drawing shaft. 

 

Lindsay Shaft, the last one to be sunk (1880s?) and the one that outlived the other two, This shaft was always intended to be Upcast (The Air would be drawn down the Jane and Caroline though the underground workings and expelled out the Lindsay shaft via a Drift to the Fans and out the Funnels) Whilst the older shafts had both been up and Down cast in the early years. 
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pic by Beamish collection, possibly publicity shot for the British Concrete Company that designed it. note the original Winder which has some Bricks removed for the Ropes to access the Drum due to increased Height of the new Headstock, also just in view was the main access to the Shaft by the Airlock doors at the bottom of the Shaft. (The two characters are standing in front). 

 

The Striking Pyramid Design was by the British Concrete Company and thought to be unique in the British Coal Field and to a certain extent it was, However Wingate Colliery had a similar type.

 It is also thought that the Headgear was unique as it could be wound from either the North or the South, (necessary due to the use of the original Steam Winder until the new Electric one was built). 

The original shaft was Widened from a generous 16ft Dia for the late 1800s to allegedly be one of the Widest in the Country, especially considering it would never receive Skip Winding? Along with the Modernisation process of the late 1950s it would eventually receive a completely new electric Winder that replaced the old Grand looking Steam Winder, which itself was described as one of the biggest and powerful of its era.
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taken just before closure, showing newer Winder, (note the Winding wheels are now to the right) and to the left the large Airlock doors. During the reconstruction a new Funnel was built onto the Sirocco Type Fans (you can see the Funnel to the left of the shaft) which was built partly on the site of the Old Steam Winder, which now had an electric Motor for each side of the Fan Turbine, Originally thought to be Steam powered but converted later to electric?
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pic by Mr Moody showing Old Steam winder with large Chimney and very close Fan House, note much smaller funnel.
 The new winder which was of typical NCB Functional design was also unusual as it had the ability to be wound either fixed Drum or as two separate Drums, a Clutch linked both together. Have spoke to a few former Eppleton workers who could not explain why the NCB went to such extravagant lengths, especially as Eppleton became part of the Hawthorn Combine and would only Draw Coals for its own needs, other than assisting in the Development of Hawthorn Mine, it all appears to be an oddity.
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pictured around the early 1990s, note the solid cube glass windows have been smashed, this is so that it can now be used as a Down Cast shaft (The Fans and substation were demolished a few years before). 
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Demolition pic by Mr Moody.
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pic Mr Moody.

This shaft was the last Relic of the mine as it was left as an air shaft for Murton Colliery, Due to its location it could be seen as far away as Consett to the West, there was actually talk of keeping it as a monument, however with little warning it was Demolished.
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pic from the Mining Institute, showing the remains of the Lindsay Shaft, this was where the winding wheels once sat.

 

 This Colliery was once the oldest working Pit in the Country just before it closed, but sadly nothing remains.     

[image: image26.jpg]



Aerial view of Eppleton Colliery and High Downs (Picture copyright of NCB taken around 1975?) showing reclamation of the no2 Spoil Heap (which appears the reason for the NCB interest, just over 10 years later the mine will be closed ! ) Note the bridge over Pit lane, this was a conveyer belt for tipping stones onto No3 Heap (See below for more details on the mine).

 

The Picture has captured High Downs which has caught the building of the present day Jane Street and High Downs Square (Opposite Eppleton Church, itself Demolished 2011) The present day "Pearsons Estate" is yet to be built on which was once part of the Eppleton Wagon Way, locally known as the "Store Field", Interestingly the area leading up toward the mine which was once a very deep cutting with a Bridge (Church Road) and a small Tunnel at the top of Downs Lane, ( To the Left of the present day Lady Street, which looks recently filled in) has yet to be Tarmacked, as the Road system will shortly be changed, The Grassed area near the Top Shop which was also the site of two Schools shows some activity, but I am unable to identify.

 

 To the Top Right Low Downs Square is also under construction, The old Whitewashed Eppleton School (just above) was quite a Landmark which could be seen for miles around, sadly the new School is rather non descript and recently came under threat of Demolition. Looking south from this point you will notice the old Terrace rows of Henry Street (Demolished 2011) Collingwood, Lindsay Street (Demolished early 1980s).

 

The Huge Quarry Dominates the picture (note how close it is to the Houses) with the Top House Pub near the old Quarry entrance (Demolished ??) and the Cliff top which was originally known as High Downs Hill, this once had a few Houses on there (Possibly Quarry workers cottages?) However in later years it was an area of Garages and a few allotments, There was also the Colliery Managers House very close to the road (can just make it out opposite Lindsay Street), This whole area has since been removed by the works of the Quarry).

 

The Picture has also captured the old Farm Buildings at the bottom of the old Pit Loden, again this has been removed by the Quarry which had eaten its way into the Farmers Field, Other old sites was the long rows of Downs lane, Nicholars Street and Thomas Street and Eppleton Estate.

 

In the Distance top left is a small cluster of trees (To the left of Hetton House Woods) On old maps this shows up as "Old Trial Shaft" it is unknown if it was originally The Hetton Coal Company or North Hetton Company which tried to explore the depths.

 

Hetton Downs or latterly known as Eppleton despite being a small area has seen a considerable number of changes over the years and as many of the former Colliery rows are now grassed areas, it is going to see many more changes in the coming years.  
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Close up of the Mine Area, Just like Hetton Downs, The Pit on the Downs has seen many changes over the years, Sunk in the side of a Hill it was split into 3 levels, Top was the Main offices (just caught in view to the right of the Pit Loden) Baths/Medical Centre Canteen (to the right of the waiting Bus, there was also a subway that linked the Baths to level 2) and the Electrical Sub Station, (just down from the Bus) This was said to actually provide not only the Mine but also majority of Hetton, it was also one of the last buildings to be demolished, The 2nd level was the main part of the mine with all the workshops (some were thought to date from the 1830s? and would be the only original buildings left at the time of Demolition) This was the main level with 3 Shafts and ventilation Fans and also the Stockyard which was originally no1 Pit Heap, The lower Level once housed the Screens and a mass of railway lines with its own wagon way that cut through High Downs and onto the Historic George Stephenson line dating from 1822.
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Picture from the Beamish collection 1840s?, looking East. Caroline on the left, Jane on the right with two Winding engines within the same building operating back to back, possibly of similar internal workings as its sister pit  Elemore Isabella Winder, the Large building to the right of the Jane shaft was a Pump House.
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Caroline and Jane shaft in its final years (own collection) 

 

The Headgear nearest to the Camera was the Jane Shaft (Aerial picture Black metal Lattice) which had changed completely from the sinking of the mine, It was originally a primitive Metal Lattice headstock that faced the opposite way onto a shared Winder house with the Caroline Shaft, This could possibly have been one of the earliest Metal Headstocks in the UK, possibly the World? As it was highly unusual in the 1830s to have used such extravagant material. (Linton Colliery near Ashington Northumbria, still had Wooden Headstocks in the 1960s). The newer Headgear was thought to date around the early 1900s ? (1886 map appears to show the winder in its current location) although this particular design has been commonly used throughout the UK it could possibly have been one of the earliest of its type. However Its newer Winder/Engine House was one of the 1st in the area to be Electrified Drawing power from the Philadelphia Power station near Newbottle.

 

The Jane Headstock was actually Dismantled girder by girder in 1987 and lay in parts at the back of the Council Depot for years, It was to be rebuilt in another location but for reasons best known to Hetton Council a custom made stand with only one of its Winding Wheels remains at Hetton Lake. 
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Rare picture showing Jane (left) and Caroline Shaft pictured taken from the hill near the top Reservoir looking South to the main Gate. (Internet pic)

 

Just behind  the Jane was the Caroline Shaft, The original Headstock was made of wood but bigger than the Jane Headgear, It was replaced sometime later with the Metal Latice type above which looks remarkably similar to the old one, whilst the original Winder worked right up to the 1960s when it's Headgear was Demolished along with its original Magnificent Steam Winder, It had been thought that the shaft was filled in, However it was kept open and a small Jack engine was in place but used mainly spare/emergency Shaft. Incidentally The Caroline Headgear 

The Caroline Steam Winder was said to have been work of art made of Brass, also it is mentioned due to its primitive age the controls were quite lethal, as the engine operator had to physically grab hold of the levers that moved up and down at quite a speed as the Drum spun round to actually slow it down, then to use the Hand Brake! Then to move, He had to grab hold again and push and pull the handles until it built up enough speed on its own then repeat the process to slow it down.... a very Demanding job ! 
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