Sound and Video Clips relating to the early part of World  War 2
War Sounds
1. Air Raid Siren

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/sounds/air_raid_siren
2. Air Raid in Progress

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/sounds/air_raid
3. Lancaster Bomber taking off.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/sounds/lancaster
4.Bomber crew briefing

After Dunkirk the planes of RAF Bomber Command became the only means of attacking the enemy. The RAF carried out bombing missions over Germany throughout the war, but the activity escalated from 1942 onwards

At this time Bomber Command took a strategic decision to switch attacks from exclusively military targets to the bombing of cities.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/sounds/raf_briefing
Evacuation
1. Evacuation gets under way.
In the first four days of September 1939 nearly 3,000,000 people were evacuated in Britain.

They moved from the towns and cities to safer places in the countryside.

The vast majority of these were schoolchildren, but they were accompanied by 100,000 teachers and sometimes a parent.

In scenes repeated all over the country, children marched as a school to the train station wearing identity labels and carrying their gasmasks and a few personal possessions.

For most it was the start of a long day that would eventually conclude with their selection by a 'host family' in the 'reception area' - their new homes.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/eyewitness/evacuees_children
2. Talking to children from Manchester about their experiences.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/eyewitness/evacuees
3. A host child described his experiences.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/eyewitness/evacuee_child
The Blitz
During the Blitz more than 2,000,000 houses were destroyed.

60,000 civilians were killed; a further 87,000 were seriously injured - many of them were women and children.

Indeed, during the early years of the war, civilians were at greater risk than combatants.

The main targets for air raids outside London were Liverpool, Birmingham, Plymouth, Bristol, Glasgow, Southampton, Coventry, Hull, Portsmouth, Manchester, Belfast, Sheffield, Newcastle, Nottingham and Cardiff.

During the Blitz more than 2,000,000 houses were destroyed. 60,000 civilians were killed; a further 87,000 were seriously injured. Many of these were women and children - indeed, during the early years of the war civilians were at greater risk than combatants.

However, the intense bombing failed to have the desired effect. The infrastructure of key cities survived, while many ordinary people have suggested that their resolve was strengthened by the Blitz.
1. Blitz Fires Report

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/children/fires
2. Sheltering in a London Tube Station.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/children/tube_station
3. Experiences of Bombing

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/children/bombed_out
4. Gas Mask drill in a primary school.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/children/gas_masks
5. A  blitz boy tells of his experiences.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/children/bombing
6. Public Hygiene Warning

The destruction of housing caused by bombing presented urban communities with some basic health and hygiene challenges.

In this recording from November 1940 Ministry of Information loudspeaker vans advise the residents of Coventry after the raid on that city about the need to ensure drinking water is not contaminated...and other matters too!
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/children/health_warning
Important Speeches
1. Declaration of War – Chamberlain

Neville Chamberlain became Prime Minister in May 1937.

He is synonymous with the policy of 'appeasement' - of trying to avoid large scale warfare in Europe by seeking a diplomatic solution with Germany.

He met with Adolf Hitler three times in 1938, famously returning with a signed undertaking from the Nazi leader which Chamberlain thought would offer 'peace in our time'.

However, Hitler went back on his word and Germany invaded Poland on 1 September 1939. It was then Chamberlain's solemn duty two days later to announce to the nation that it was at war with Germany.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/speeches/chamberlain_declares_war
2. Princess Elizabeth talks to the nation.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/speeches/princess_elizabeth
3. Churchill’s Speech “The Few”

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history/ww2clips/speeches/churchill_the_few
Battle Reports
1. Report of an attack on ships sailing past 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/archive/battleofbritain/11430.shtml
