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B.H. A.R.P. DEFENCE SCHEME: GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

H. S.

2nd November, 1939.

With reference to the attached, I presume that I have some responsibility for 
ensuring that a general staff instruction is complied with, and in this case I 
shall be glad to know what is to be done about the many folk who wander about 
without their gas masks in spite of the definite instruction that

RESPIRATORS MUST ALWAYS BE CARRIED BY ALL STAFF

Am I to 'remind' folk who do not comply with this instruction, and to follow 
this up, if necessary, by a report? If so, to whom - you or Defence Ex.? I ask this as 
there is nothing in this instruction to indicate exactly who issued it.

Are House Staff on Guard duty to 'remind' staff seen to enter or to leave the 
building without their gas masks? In view of their pass inspection duties, I 
cannot guarantee that in rush periods they could also spot the lack of a mask 
case.

May I suggest that it might be worth while fixing a small but bold notice above 
each office door handle:-

REMEMBER YOUR GAS MASK.

This general instruction having been given, I suggest that it simply must be 
complied with as a matter of principle as well as an Air Raid Precaution.
.................................................................................................................................................
Synopsis

This memo from a disgruntled manager requests that BBC staff at Broadcasting House be reminded to carry their gas masks at all times. This was sent in the light of the Air Raid Precautions (ARP) plan.

Did you know?

The ARP was in fact an official body formed by central government and located in every local authority across the country. It was made up of official personnel and volunteers. The organisation formed as a result of the 'Air Raid Precautions Act' which was passed in 1937 to protect civilians and infrastructure from air attacks. 'Air raid precautions' gained prominence in the late 1930s, which can be partly attributed to the devastating results of the air attacks on civilians during the Spanish Civil War.

