Report of the Sinking of SS Athenia
On 3 September 1939, the SS Athenia, travelling across the Atlantic Ocean  from Glasgow to Montreal, became the first victim of the Battle of the Atlantic when she was torpedoed and sunk by a U-boat. Two survivors of the wreck describe the attack, the dramatic evacuation into the lifeboats and the long night spent waiting for rescue.

In 1939, U-boat captains were prohibited from attacking passenger liners. However, Oberleutnant Lemp of the U-30 mistook the Athenia for a British armed merchant cruiser and torpedoed her, with the loss of 117 lives. The Germans, attempting to avoid international condemnation for the attack, categorically denied sinking the ship, blaming it on a British attempt to turn neutral countries against the Nazis. The references to smoke from a submarine made by both survivors in this recording gain importance when seen in the context of this dispute.

During wartime false information is often given out. Sometimes the information is untrue to persuade people to think that it is actually true and this makes them more sympathetic to the act. On other occasions it is given out as propaganda to change peoples’  ideals and feelings. All countries engage in propaganda to confuse people or persuade them to come on to their side.

You can listen to the information given out by the two survivors by clicking on the following website.

Highlight the address, then press control and click mouse button.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/archive/ww2outbreak/7924.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/as/ww2/evacuation/mother_at_station/
