Types of Small Boats

Stick this page in your book
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A Paddle or pedal (pedalo) boat often found on park lakes
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 This is a wooden rowing boat

[image: image3.png]



An inflatable dinghy  made of rubber with petrol driven  outboard motor
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Canoe made of fibre glass, carbon plastic or wood.

[image: image5.png]


 A motor boat for jet skiing or racing. The boat is usually made of fibreglass or carbon plastic
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 Kayak. A single seater canoe usually made with fibreglass or plastic. [image: image7.png]


 a sailing dinghy. This one has two hulls and is known as a 
Catamaran
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A ribbed inflatable boat. A strong type of craft often used by the RNLI.
Small boats are designed for a number of different tasks. They are often less than 4 metres in length. Many people own them for pleasure of sport. Small boats once were nearly always made of wood but nowadays other materials are used e.g. fibreglass, carbon fibre (plastic), rubber, aluminium and steel. Boats with wooden hulls are usually made of many different parts while fibre glass and carbon plastic use just one material in the construction of the hull. Fibreglass boats can be coloured so don’t need painting,  but  they are not a s strong as wooden  ones. If a rubber boat is holed it can often be patched easily whereas a wooden boat takes a long time to mend. Less maintenance is required for fibre glass or carbon plastic boats. Many types need oars or paddles to make them move while others use sails or an engine. Using an engine with a propeller makes the boat go faster than other types of boat.
There are other types of small boat but these are usually more expensive to buy. Examples are:-
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Watersport boats for water skiing or boarding
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High performance speed boats used in offshore racing
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Jet Ski Boats
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Sailing boats, dinghies and yachts

[image: image13.png]


Powerful sea-going yachts

Boat Maintenance – looking after a boat: cut out the list below and paste it into your book. Use the heading Boat Maintenance and Safety Precautions as the title.
1. Wash the boat regularly get rid of dirt and salt which can damage the hull of a boat. If you are using your boat in salt water rinse it well with fresh water on a regular basis.

2.  If your boat has an engine change the engine oil regularly and have the motor serviced at least once a year. Don’t let the engine stand doing nothing for long periods on end. Start it at least once a week and run it for about 10 minutes to keep it well lubricated.
3. Always check the propeller before use if you can see it. Sometimes fishing line and polythene get caught on the propeller and this can cause serious damage to the engine.
4. Make sure ropes and safety equipment e.g. flares, short wave radio, mobile phone are working and in good condition before you leave. If you have an accident or you break down you will certainly need them.

5. Always carry a small first-aid kit in the boat you never know when you will need it after an accident.

6. Always tell someone where you are going and how long you expect to be away from the dock or your expected time of arrival at the place you are going to.
7. Make sure of the weather is not going to suddenly turn bad. If you are caught out in a storm on the sea you will certainly suffer. Always wear the correct clothing and this could mean wet weather clothing. Check the weather forecast before you go and get advice about likely sea conditions or possible problems on the river or lake.

8. Always carry a reliable compass with you if you are going to sea. Sea fog can suddenly come down and without a compass you can easily get lost. KNOW HOW TO USE YOUR COMPASS, it is no good to you if you don’t.

9. If you are on the sea, lake or river in a boat constantly check where you are, it is so easy to get lost. Know the navigation marks on a river such as buoys, lights, piers etc.

10. Finally always keep a look out around you and watch what other craft are doing particularly if they get close to you. Keep well away from larger craft since they may not see you or they are unable because of their size to keep out of your way.

11. It is very important that when a boat is used safety is the most important aspect. Anyone getting into a boat of any sort must wear a lifejacket even if the water is shallow or the journey short.
12. Answer the following questions in your book using as many sentences as you need.
1. You are about to leave Sunderland in a small boat to go to Seaham Harbour 4 miles away. What precautions would you take to ensure your safety?
2. You are on a fishing trip 2 miles out of Sunderland when a person in your boat cuts his hand and he is losing blood. What should you do?

3. You are one mile out at sea when your engine breaks down and you cannot mend it, what would you do?

4. Draw any of the boats above and colour them in.

Inside a Russian Billionaires Yacht  ($300 million)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vbucJO3zDCE
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