Other Nautical Terms used in the English Language
A1 - A phrase used today to describe something as excellent, good or tip top. A1 originates from certificates given to ships to show how seaworthy they were. They were awarded by Lloyd's Register of Shipping and first printed in 1764.

ALL ABOVE BOARD - A term used to say when a business deal is legitimate. A ship built from timber was built with boards, everything above the boarding (the deck) was seen and visible. Otherwise it would be below board/unseen or hidden.

BATTEN DOWN THE HATCHES - A term used to describe an impending storm whether real or in terms of trouble ahead. Historically boats would have hatchways or holes in the decks, they would be covered at night or during a storm with canvas secured by thin strips of timber called hatches. The term DOWN THE HATCH means to swallow something

BINGE - Today used to describe heavy drinking, binge drinking. Binge or Soak was what a sailor did to get out the last remnants of a barrel of beer or cask of brandy. A sailor would add water to soak the remnants, hopefully getting some alcohol to drink, real desperation for a drink!

BINGO - A game based on a card game with prizes which had numbers marked off, originally played on ships by sailors in their free time.

BERTH -  is given to a ship when docked in water, and also to describe how many people a boat sleeps, e.g a 4 berth boat. We also give a ship a "wide berth" and boats are "born" or launched on water. This also explains why for thousands of years boats (as with children), are given personal names. By giving a name to a boat, it brings it alive, and can become part of the family. Boat berths have long been celebrated in ceremonies, on the launching/birth of the boat. The word probably originates from the other BIRTH meaning when a baby is born.

BLACK LIST - A list said to have the names of people denied access to a job, a promotion, privileges because of their actions or beliefs. On a ship, the black list was a list of the sailors due punishment, usually flogging.

BOARD - A term used when people get on an aircraft, a maritime term to get on a boat. Boardroom, board of directors, etc?

BORDER - The perimeter of a piece of land, country or district in the "ownership" of another, spelt boarder (someone who boards a ship), who crosses over the perimeter onto the ship, ones private property.

BOOBY PRIZE - The prize given to the loser of a quiz or competition. The word booby refers to a type of bird, considered by sailors as stupid. The bird would land on a ships deck, a sailor would be able to catch, kill and eat it with ease. So the phrase booby prize refers to the prize for stupidity.

BOOTLEG - Something counterfeit, dodgy, copied, like a cd or designer t-shirt. A bootlegger was a sailor who would try to bring illegal alcohol to shore by hiding it in his boot leg.

BREAK THE ICE - A very popular phrase used today to describe when someone makes the first move, or starts a conversation. An ice breaker was a special ship with reinforced bow used to cut and break through the ice to allow ships to sail in safety.
CABIN - Today used to also describe the area the passengers sit in on an aircraft. On a boat, the area passengers sleep in.

CAREER - Instead of a job, you can have a career, a way of moving swiftly or progressing forward in your chosen field. Career is a word used to describe when a boat moves swiftly forward swaying from side to side.

CARRIED AWAY - When we get excited or go too far, we say we get carried away. On the ships, if a gust of wind tore a sail, or broke a mast it would be carried away by the wind.

COLOUR - (1590 Colour) colour a word first used to describe the flag of a regiment or ship. A word today used to describe what we see (light frequency) e.g blue, red, yellow etc

CREW - Today used to also describe the employees in the cabin on the aircraft (cabin crew), originally used to describe the personnel on ships and boats, excluding the captain and officers.

DOCK - In a court the place the accused stands, but in maritime terms the dock is where the boat stands

GOVERN - To control, to rule, as in govern-ment. Ment or mente meaning of the mind. Govern (13C French) originally meant to steer or pilot a ship.

HARD TO FATHOM - If something is perplexing or difficult to understand, then it's hard to fathom. Fathom is a nautical measurement, approx 6ft. A sailor would drop a line into the sea to find out how deep the water was, how many fathoms deep it was

HIJACK - A phrase we are all too familiar with. A man would be approached by a lady of the night, saying “Hi Jack!”  (A Jack Tar was a sailor).  Her apprentice would then clobber the unsuspecting man over the head, robbing him and then selling him to a ship as extra help.

HULL - A town named after that part of a ship since Hull is a port.

IN DEEP WATER - Used to describe when someone in  trouble, or "out of their depth". Sailors would make a distinction between sailing in safer coastal water near to land and the oceans deep waters. If a boat is sailing in deep water, it can be open to the swells, waves, storms without the safety of land nearby to dock.

INCREDIBLE HULK - It's incredible to find out the word hulk is actually a word meaning a big clumsy person, but it's even more incredible to find that the original use of the word was to describe a heavy, unwieldy ship which couldn’t be controlled, from the greek word hulcas meaning merchant ship.

JUNK - Today used to describe worthless goods. Origin from 1613 a Chinese sailing ship, earlier from 13th C, Malaysian word "jong" meaning large boat.

JURY - (1616) Meaning "temporary", as in jury-mast, which is a temporary mast put in place of a broken mast. There is a possible connection to a jury in a court in the sense a jury is temporary and guides the decision of the court, like a mast guides the ship with it's sails. Interestingly, admiralty law is what originally governed England and Wales from around 1360. It's also interesting that another nautical term "appeal" meaning to drive a ship towards a particular landing, is a legal word used to describe calling to a higher authority.

JURY RIGGING - Similar to Jury above, only refering to the rigging used to put up the jury mast. Now a legal term used to describe when a jury has been rigged in some way to favour the outcome of the court case

LANDING - A word used to describe the half landing or landing at the end of a staircase. In maritime terms a landing is a level platform for landing cargo and passenger from a ship.

LEARN THE ROPES - A phrase used today to describe when someone learns the necessary skills to do their job well. On a ship, it was absolutely necessary to be able to work the ropes and be able to adjust the hoist sails, adjust yards and support the masts.

MAN - A term used today to describe a human being of the male sex. The word "man" can be traced back to c1122, a word used to describe furnishing a ship with men. Manning a ship means people who are on the ship looking after it.

MARINE - Originally "Mare" pronounced Mah-ray, latin for sea. Also given to a member of  a branch of the Royal Navy, (not the army) called the Royal Marines.

MARINA - As MARINE "Mare" meaning sea, a dock for securing boats.

MARINER - As MARINE, a person of the sea, a sailor.

MARITIME - As MARINE, navigation of the sea.

MONEY FOR OLD ROPE - Old used rope from the ship if not used for oakum (used to seal cracks in decks), was often sold on-shore to book makers. The rope was usually made of Hemp and made good book boards (the supporting back). The sailor got "money for old rope", or money for virtually nothing

NOT ENOUGH ROOM TO SWING A CAT - A term used today to describe a really small space or room. In the days of the great ships, a cat was a rope with lashes, it was used to punish sailors, it was named the Cat -o'-nine-tails. It could only be used above deck where there was "enough room to swing a cat".

OUTFIT - Today a word used to describe clothing. Originally (1769) a word to describe out-fittting a boat. Fitting out a ship means to finish it off after it is built e.g. paint it, put furniture in the cabins and put navigation equipment and lifeboats on board to make it sea worthy.

OVER A BARREL - When somebody is put into a position where they have no choice but to accept. During the days of slavery, putting someone over a barrel and whipped was common practice, as a form of punishment.

PLANE SAILING - When it's easy to do something we often use the term plain sailing. When people thought the earth was flat, it was called a "plane", latin for flat surface. If you are sailing on a flat plane then you're plain sailing or it could mean to sail in pleasant conditions without fear of danger or difficulty.

PLIMSOLL - A shoe worn made of rubber sole and canvas upper, the word plimsoll is taken from Plimsoll Line. The plimsoll line can be found on a ship’s side usually amidships which is a line to mark the maximum depth which the vessel can have after loading. As the ship is loaded it gets lower in the water and the line can be used to gauge the depth of the ship. Plimsoll from an MP named Samuel Plimsoll an advocate of shipping reform. The plim"sole" perhaps the connection. It used to be common to overload ships so that merchants could make more money but this put the ship in greater danger of sinking in heavy seas.
QUARANTINE - Quarantine was used to hold ships in a particular place for a fixed time to prevent disease spreading onto land. Diseases like plague were very common in the past and could be spread from country to country by the ship trade.

ROAD - They're everywhere! We drive from place to place on them, but its first known use is from c1320, (cf. Hampton Roads in Virginia) and described as "narrow stretch of sheltered water." A channel which is swept (clear for ships to travel along, and marked with buoys)  is  often referred to as a road.
RUMMAGE - Originally (French "arrumer" 1526) meaning "act of arranging cargo in a ship" later (1628) meaning to search the hold (space for cargo) of a ship thoroughly. Customs officers are referred to as rummage squads as they are always looking for contraband i.e. illegal and smuggled goods such as drugs, tobacco etc. Rummage as well as meaning to search may mean to make a mess.

SAILING CLOSE TO THE WIND - Taking a risk, pushing your luck, or that was a close one! Sailing close to the wind is something sailing boats or ships do when sailing against the wind to move forward. It's an art and to maximise movement, the boat needs to sail as close to the wind as possible.

SKYSCAPER - Today used to describe very tall buildings. First recorded use was in 1878 in a log made by Bonchurch Coastguard Station to describe HMS Eurydice, as seen from the Isle of Wight. 

SQUARE MEAL - A substantial meal. It is not absolutely certain, but is likely either from meals served on ships or in reference to a square deal, good value for money. Also, the wooden plates used on ships  in Nelson’s time and afterwards were square, hence the square meal. 

UNDER THE WEATHER - When we're not feeling well, we say we are under the weather. Under the weather refers to when a ship is in a storm or choppy seas, causing sea-sickness to the occupants. Under (Due ) to the weather.
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