
























































22 Some Items of Historic Interest.

the means at their disposal ; and a cleaner race than the
pitmen it would be difficult to find, for they bathe every
day on returning from the mine,

Hovsine REFoRM.

It stands to the credit of the Pittington Society that it
led the way in Housing Reform. It built the Pioneer
Cottages in 1894, in Low Pittington, and Coronation
Crescent in the same village in 1902 ; and as time went
on these were sold to the people inhabiting them. Most
of the superior houses, too, at the south end of High
Pittington were erected with the help of mortgages
obtained from the Society, and these are, in nearly all
cases, occupied by the owners themselves. Thus the
Society has left its mark for good on both villages, and ite
aotion had the further beneficial effect of setting up a
higher standard of houses, and of stimulating other
owners to make improvements in their properties, some
of which have been improved out of all recognition. Tt
is almost certain that if there had been no Store, there
would have been no new and better houses.

SANITARY ARRANGEMENTS.

In the early seventies, sanitary arrangements were few
and of & most primitive nature. The scavenging was
done by the neighbouring farmers at their leisure, free of
cost. Indeed, they were glad to do it, in order to obtain
refuse matter for their land. Needless to say, the work
was often neglected in busy times, the result being great
nuisances in the villages. Still it is remarkable how
seldom Pittington was then visited by epidemics, not
nearly so often as the neighbouring villages. This may
have been due to its position on the hillside, the cleanly
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habits of the people, and to the fact that they lived with
their doors open to the wholesome breezes which sweep
for the greater part of the year from s westerly direction.

Roaps.

The roads, too, were (supposed to be) kept in order by
the farmers, and their condition at times, as may he
imagined, left much to be desired.

Warer SuppLy.

Water for drinking was obtained from wells on the
sides of the hill, and had to be carried to people’s homes
in pails, ete. When there was a shortage, as sometimes
happened in hot and dry weather, the carriers—often
women—had long waits, and gossip flowed freely round
the well, if the water trickled slowly into it. There are
people still living in the place who used to go regularly to
a well near the Hillside Farm with a donkey-cart, fill a
barrel with water, and retail it from door to door, thus
adding a little to the income of the home.

For household purposes, water was pumped from the
Derry Pit into a pond close by, and was conveyed by
metal pipes to taps in the streets, from which it was
drawn when needed. The supply was not very regular,
and it was no common thing for there to be a shortage
when the pit was very busy, or the officials neglected or
forgot to keep the pond full.

Size oF Pariss.
In 1871, the parish contained 2,618 acres; but this
has since been reduced to 2,371 acres by the tranafer of

the new houses at Broomside Lane and land adjoining
Belmont Parish.
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PopurATION.

It is interesting to note the growth of the population
after the advent of mining, and for purposes of com-
parison I append some statistics. The number of the
inhabitants of the parish according to the census was as
follows :—In 1801, 220 ; in 1811, 277 ; in 1821, 304 ; in
1831, 1,882 ; in 1841, 2,295 ; in 1851, 2,530 ; in 1861,
2,155 ; in 1871, 2,107 ; in 1881, 2,231 ; in 1891, 2,092 ;
in 1901, 1,983 ; and in 1911, 2,130. At the last census
(1921) it was 2,081,

The great inereage between 1821 and 1831 waa
evidently due to the opening of the collieries near to
High Pittington. Littleiown was sunk in 1834, and that
will account for the further increase at the next census,
In 1844, there was a great strike in Durham and
Northumberland, which lasted nineteen weeks. At
that time the Marquis of Londonderry wvisited his
collieries (Pittington among them), and threatened that,
if his men would not return to work, he would bring over
workmen from Ireland to take their place. This led to
the settlement of a large number of Ulstermen in the
village, which has a fair sprinkling of their descendanta
at the present day. The increase in 1851 was probably
‘the result of the influx of these Irishmen. The closing
of the Broomside and Elemore Pits (the latter temporarily)
caused the population to decrease between 1881 and 1891,
and & further fall took place in the next decade, during
which the Londonderry Pit ceased working, Many of
the discharged men found employment at mines in
neighbouring parishes, and still continued to reside at
Pittington.
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PoOPULATION STATIONARY.

The Yearly Bond fended to make the population
stationary, and even after it was done away with, there
wag not nearly so much moving about as now

TraveELLING FACILITIES.

Facilities for travelling were fewer, and there was no
direct communication with Durham, the line from
Pittington ending at Shincliffe, two miles from the city.
For a time both passengers and goods were drawn by
means of standing engines along this route, and the
remaing of the engine-houses used for this purpose were
to be seen here and there along the railway side as far as
Murton until quite recent times. One stood in the field
behind the station. People thought nothing of walking
to Durham and back, and even further. They preferred
to do so, since they thus saved the railway fare, an
important matter when money was not very plentiful.
In 1874, there were men working for half-a-crown a day,
and frugality had perforce to be practised. It was
possible to find individuals who had never been further
than Durham, and some who had not ventured their
lives on a railway journey, while odd ones had not gone
beyond their native village.

WoMEN's WORK.

Looking back, it seems o me much more work was
done at home by women than in these days. Laundry

* and bakers’ vans wers unknown. Nothing was sent out

to be washed, and the women folk would have felt it &
disgrace to themselves to have had their ironing done for
them. Besides, they could not afiord it. Large brick
ovens heated with wood were placed here and there in
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the streets, and in these the bread (often large, round
loaves, like cart wheels) was baked. It was not white,
like what we eat nowadays, but it was much sweeter,
and more wholesome and nourishing. Most women,
with the help of their daughters (if they had any) made
all underclothing and knit all the stockings for the
family, and some even did their own dressmaking. In
this way the girls of & household received a thorough
training in all branches of domestic work. ‘

It is to the credit of the county that women were never
allowed to be employed at the mines, as in Lancashire,

EpvcaTion BACKWARD.

Large numbers of adults could neither read nor write,
and night schools were much prized and used by the
more serious minded, who were anxious to make good
this deficiency. Even Sunday schools were employed
for this purpose, and it was no uncommon sjght to find
fathers of families sitting side by side with children
learning the elements of education. I remember, when
1 first came to Pittington, taking a night school which
was composed almost entirely of adults, groping in
darkness in more senses than one, for the room was
lighted by means of candles in tin sconces (made at the
pit, I helieve) stuck into holes in the desk. Electric
light was unknown, and oil lamps were little used, either
in public buildings or in the homes of the people.

HALP-TIMERS,

Boys began work at an earlier age than is now allowed,
and the half-time system was in vogue, by which lads
ten years of age were permitted to work half the day at
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bank, and spend the other half at school, It was a
system which wes most unsatisfactory both for schools
and scholars.

ScHOOL ATTENDANCE.

Attendance at day school was not compulsory for all,
and moral (and sometimes more foreible) suasion had to
be resorted to in order to get the children into school.
What is called Free Education had not been introduced,
and there was often great diffienlty in collecting the
school pence from a certain gection of the parents, and
this was the cause of much irregularity.

SCHOOLS—PITTINGTON.

The first schools were situated in Low Pittington, one
in what is now known as the Lecture Hall (the present
Infant School) and, later, one in the building now
" ocoupied by the Salvation Army, The latter was erected
by the Marquis of Londonderry, and opened in January,
1853.

The school at High Pittington was built by the Church
in 1867. The Rev. Henry Stoker was Vicar at the time,
He was succeeded by the Rev. James Barmby, D.D.,
in 1875, and, when he moved to Northallerton, by the
Rev. 8. B. Guest Williams, who died in December, 1920.
All of these were deeply interested in the welfare of the
school, and did much to further its success. The next
Vicar, the Rev. H. D. Hughes, owing to a break down in
health, was obliged to resign after a very short stay in
the parish. The Rev. A, A, Boddy, the present in-
cumbent, took up office in December, 1922, and has
always shown that he appreciates highly the good work
done in both schools, especially that part of it devoted
to ‘the building up of Christian character
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land. Fortunately, many of them lived long enough, not
merely to see, hut to partake of, the fruit of their labours,
and be satisfied.

TrE SociETy’s GrROWTH.

This book, unlike histories in general, is not a record of
the achievements of the high and mighty ; it is just ** the
short and simple annals of the poor.” It tells the life-
story of the Pittington Society, with more or less detail,
from its birth in 1874 up to the time of its Jubilee in 1924,
The following chapters will show its growth and develop-
ment, step by step, from lowly beginnings in a humble
cottage in a back street at High Pittington to
commodious premises on and near the original site, and
also & fine pile of buildings on the front street, with
moportant branches at Carrville, Rainton Gate, and
Hetton. '

Fouxpation StoNEs.

The foundation stones on which they reared such a
noble structure (I refer not only to the business premises,
but also to the combination of human beings with its
potentialities and tremendous possibilities) were frugality,
self-denial, thrift,and manly independence. Thesge simple,
homely, old-fashioned virtues are not so much prized
and, therefore, not so much practised by the present
generation, which is too much given to spending its
resources without thought on the pleasures or wants of
the moment, and looking to others for help in the “ rainy
day,” which sooner or later comes to us all. One of the
greatest services which the Co-operative Movement has
rendered to the community has been to teach men the
habit of wise spending and, therefore, of saving.  “Tt's
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what thee’ll spend, my son,” said an old Quaker, “ not
what thee’ll make, which will decide whether thee’s to be
rich or not.” Let me also quote some words of Cobden,
which we will do well to ponder carefully :—*“The world,”
he said, “has always been divided into two classes—
those who saved and those who have spent—the thrifty
and the extravagant. The building of all the houses, the
mills, the bridges, and the ships, and the accomplishment
of all other great works which have rendered man
civilised and happy, have been done by the savers, the
thrifty ; and those who have wasted their resources have
always been their slaves. It has been the law of nature
and of Providence that this should be so ; and I were an
imposter if I promised any class that they should advance
themselves if they were improvident, thoughtless, and
idle.”
Tae Pro’seErs’ LEcaoy.

It is well to review the past in order that we may profit
by its experiences, and receive fresh stimulus and courage
from the lives and lahours of those who have Lived before
us.  The efforts of the pioneers to better their conditions
and to help others as well as themselves succeeded
beyond the wildest dreams of their imagination. What
ought we be able to do, or rather what ought we not be
able to do with our empler knowledge, our enlarged
resources, and the accuntulated experience of fifty years ?
It has been snid that the great business of life is 5o to live
that something helpful may live after us. Truly the
pioneers built better than they knew, and have left
behind them a legacy of inspiration and blessing, which
it should be our privilege as well as our duty to pass on
with greater fulness and added power to those who
come after us,
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