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hanksgiving that "God so loved the world that He gave his only
on, that whoever believes in Him will have ete life". Once
@ get the heart of Christmas right then the rest of the enjoy-
ent will flow uatutally and fully. S i

ay Jcnus coua right iuue'your lifc thts Chrlatmna; He will 1£

f“ut aud'for our villagé.

ae ngea. 1nd1v1¢uara you

or His work.
"Who is on the'iord's nlde?“

ill you commit yourself with Jesus to fulfil the hopes of the
hristian message ~ :

“Peace on éaﬁth..............aooduill among men"'.

May Go& bleas you with the wildom tc see,:z;

Ilfffriend for Jq&us saka. i
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hristmas Crackers?
lay School Leader: What's that you're drauing Chriatophar?

.hriatoghar: It's a picture of God.
__y School Leadntt'ﬁut we don't know what Gnd 10
hriato“he:u Tou will uhen I‘m finishtd. ety
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Does your wife attend church regularly?"
‘Very much so. She hasn't missed an Easter Sunday since we

lere married!"
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:citizena in our villuga.
year for all of us at school,

Our Harvest Festival proved to be a vcry successful event,
not simply because of the words and music performed by the
children, but also because of ‘the generous offerings of

ﬂvagetable- and fioweru'ijeeivéd from parents and friends
;choﬂl-

¢ Many parents may not wvealise. that we' always
have a gecond Harvest Fcatival when the senior citizens of

our community are invited. This evant is eagetly looked for-
ward to by both ¢hildren and guests and on this occasion, to
round off the visit, home nmdérbrath was served to all those

who had braved a blustery wind in order to attend.

Next day we set out to distribute the gifts to all the senior

As uell as being a highlight of the
"nou that many of the paopla

ve visit eagerly await the sps hacle of the young children
coming along the street in a lively chattering crocodilg_.

It is also a small step, but a very important one, in nurturin
a community spirit in our younger children.

Our next event will be heldlig December when we shall be
performing the story of'Bahiuahﬁa. a kusaiap folk~tale set to
words and music. We shall also be getting together a group
of chlldren to uing cnrols at the combined Church and Chapal

carol serviea.

All in all, this makes for a very busy half term, but we hope
it will be worth it for perforuer and listener alike!

J WISEMAN

EAST RAINTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
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gver 130 years ago the villa%é ptesented"a somewhat d&ffereut h

of a few of today s resldents still bear a Iamiliar ring.
Unfortunately some of the ancient buildings of histcric 1nterest

have been demolished during the present century.

In 1851 the present St. Cuthbert's Church had not yet been
built (it was evected in 1866), the village population was
1,695 and most of the menfolk were amployed in coal mines owned
by the Marquis of Londonderry. Coal mining was a particularly
hazsf&bus occupation at this time and in 1817 and 1823 explusiaus
of their fallow warkera receiving severe incapacita:ing burns.
The North Hetton Coal Company, which later in the century was

to operate coal mines both in East Rainton and in Hnoraley i T
had not yet commenced production and we hope to deal with the

activities of this campany in futuze issues of the Parish News.

Middle Rainton, which now no lﬁnger exists as a COmmunity, was

T

a seperate village in 1851 although forming part of the township

of East Rainton. Indeed Middle Rainton had a comparatively

short history. It was catafliﬁﬁeé only in 1820 when a“iﬁcal

land owner, a Mr R Heaviside, sold a large field in small

building allotments. Thirty years later, Middle Rainton was

a thriving community with a Primitive Methndtst Chapel, its

own public houses, the usual tradesmen and a private 'dame’

school owned and conducted by a Dorothy Lec. 'Dame’ schools

which flourished through the 18th and part of the 19th ceaturies
were gmall private schools generally intended for very young

scholars. At the lower end of the spectrum they were often
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By 1851 Eastimﬁiutnpfsf ﬁulation was provided 'with no=téﬁs

than six public houses although the ‘victuallers', as the
licenses of that era wure known, occasionally rolluued othe
occupations besides attending to their dutias at the hostel

The public houses &xisting at that time were:

il :.: - George Bell
oxd dme - Jerentan pareis
Soen &iGroun = ?iilimm;U§lkur“T:

- Smith's Arms
ravellers Rast

*(also farmq:} hes

1t is most co»incideutal that Mr Hilllnm Hslker, a retired
grocer and general dealer, still residlng in the village,

matyried ghe“dgughtar of a previous }andLord of the Rose &

Crown!

At this time William Coulson was the village blacksmith,
Messrs Proud and Hendersoﬁ were the boot and shoe maker;:
Margaret Pallister the taflor, draper and hatter, William |
the joiner, Thomas Wood the grocer and tea dealer and John
Miller the butcher. Farmers included Robert Coleman and T
Johnson and the Lwo village schoolmasters were Michael Ang

and Joseph So;g.

In 1851 schools in the village were privately owned and it
not until 1868 tgat the Na ional Schoal was huiit eatering

for 136 phildrpn.
iStered by the Church of England and together with schools

Natiqnal achonlq were provided and admi



sther religious denominations and private establishments
srovided most of 'the basic education. It'uas Aot unl _ 1870
dhen an tdueu;ion Act astablishing School Boards ‘became daw,
'autoducad.;ﬂ_.

iowever, School Boarda wdna fotmadﬁonly 4n _th
and  boroughs. ‘ware there was a ‘defitiency of elementary school

se parishes

accommodation'. In the case of East_naiq;on-a-$§hool Board
was never necessary as the school accommodation praovided by
the National School was deemed to be sufficient for the needs

of the village,

As many existing residents are awere the Natiomal School ceased
to exist as a school in 1933 when the present school was built
on an adjacent site. Eventually the National School was
demolished and the land on which it stood was used to build
two detached bungalows in 1966, '

Ve hope to iuclude furthar Information in future issues of
the Harlier life of Enst Raintou and the editoz will ba plaaaed

-t receive ducuments or 1n£ormation esgec.
1ife in the last quarter of the 19th centuty'ar the Eivet
‘quarter of the 20th: century, :

W M MORLEY

et dr fokdeinioinok e doiriok

§ I1f you enjoy reading this mngazine, please tell your
friends AND PLACE YOUR ORDER FOR 1985 with any member
of the Parochial Church Council, If you DON'T enjoy
it « or can suggest 1mprovamants -

% _ PLEASE TELL THE EDITOR
ihhhk#********1********i*********************t********

'#frﬁﬁa sthudg

by the
1 low. k yﬂ ‘ag’ ‘Partree , owned by Mr and Mr Frsnk 'lat
sithe school site shown here. ; '

COLLECTIONS

When the family returned home from Sunday morning service, fa
criticised the sermon, daughter thought the choir's singing w
atroclous and mother found fault with the organist. 'But it
wasn't a bad show for a penny was it Daddy?'

Mother; 'Were you & good little' girl at church today Marilyn?

Marilyn: 'Yes mother, A tall gentleman offered me & big plat
i ; Qi money and I said "No thank you",' :
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