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Summary

in 1832, followed in 1835 by a similar development in New Orleans,
Louisiana.

Trams were an intermediary
form of transport between railways and buses. This article
looks at the spread and importance in and around Sunderland

In 1883, Magnus Volk constructed a
2-ft gauge electric railway along the
eastern seafront at Brighton, England. This 2-km line, increased in
gauge to 2 ft 9ins in 1884, remains
in service to this day, and is the
oldest operating electric tramway in
the world.
This development set the pattern
for the future and the electric
tram soon became a feature. By
September 1885 the Blackpool Electric Tramway was opened, Blackpool
was an emerging holiday and visitor
resort and it possessed a long and
suitable promenade to exploit this
form of travel.

Tram Transport in
Sunderland & the Villages

Sunderland, in the meantime had
been operating horse trams from
April 1879. The first route from
Monkwearmouth Royal Hotel along
Roker Avenue to the sea front at
Roker proved to be both successful
and popular so that within a year
additional routes were in operation
across the river to the main part of
the town as well as the dock area.

Beyond
It appears that the very first
tram was one used on the Swansea
and Mumbles railway in South Wales
in 1807, following a specific Act in
1804.
The first street cars, known as
horse cars were developed in the
United States and were developed
from city stagecoaches. The first
streetcar line was in New York city
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An early open topped tram complete with
conductresses . Photo taken during World
War 1

increased quickly, particularly during the years of the First World
War.
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An open topped tram in Hylton Road
early 1920s

A single deck tram in Fawcett Street
1910
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During winter times many of the
trams failed to negotiate the steep
hills particularly if there had been a
snow fall. An extraordinary looking
tram with a double cab was constructed with a rotating snow brush

To make matters worse only three

to assist with the snow clearance.

days after the service started the
number 8 tram ran out of control on
Botcherby Bank outside of
Silksworth. It derailed on the steep
hill and hit a stone wall, crushing a
boy to death as well as causing serious injuries to a number of people
on the tram itself.
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areas with intermittent passenger
demand proved to be as expensive
as running the horse system some
25 years earlier. Additionally road
surfaces were gradually improving
and modern, for the time, and
more comfortable buses were making their mark. Flexibility and reliability also improved the system
and by 1925 the District Tram-

The power station today is being used as
a storage area for commercial premises.
It is a grade 2 listed building.
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The tram lines were lifted through

derland was increasing in size with

Hetton and Easington Lane in 1925

expansion at Thorney Close and

so ending roughly 20 years of ser-

Grangetown as well as areas north

vice to the communities. They did
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increase in motor transport there

sisted of 7 routes totalling 14 miles

were increasing traffic problems
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for the tram system as well as ex-

54 million passengers. Thus the

pensive maintenance costs.

changeover to buses was a mammoth task which took more than 5
years to complete. Finally in October 1954 the last route from the
centre to Seaburn was closed with
a cavalcade of seven trams finally
arriving at the tram sheds at the
Wheatsheaf, thus ending 75 years
of tram transport in Sunderland.

Photograph taken in 1923, two years before closure, of a tram at the clock terminus at Easington Lane.

Throughout the country many tram
systems were being replaced by
motor buses, however Sunderland’s
tram system continued in business
throughout the 1930s and the following war years in spite of serious

Last section of tramway to be built to
Thorney Close in 1949. It was also the
first to have a dedicated tram track rather
than use the existing road system.

bomb damage to the streets of the
town. When peace came the future
of the trams once again became a
hot potato politically but as Sun8

