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Bus Services
In view of the extensive bus
services opemating through
Hetton we feel that the most
recent, move to have the Chester-
le - Street — Houghton-le-Spring
service extended to Hetton
should be discouraged. Few of
the smaller townships in__the
cownty have as good a bus ser-
vice if', ol parts as Hetton and
t wuld appear that il yll  the
demands in this conneclion were
acceded to the bus companies
would require a new fleet ol
vehicles to cater for the residents
}vf Hetton (nnl)'. If a direct ser-!
vica to  Chestor-le-Strect 1s
desired might it not be a good
ides to endeavour to have snch
a service operate via Rainton
| Bridge and Fence Houses, The
existing service between Hongh-
ton-le-Spring and  Chester-le-
Street is just sufficient to meet
the present necds without ex-
tending it to Hetton,
- o

2 & )
Houghton-lo-Spring and Het-|
ton Councils have been agitating
for some time for better bus

services to Sunderland on Satur-|

days, We understand that Hetton
Council have obtained a half-
hourly duplicate service from
| Hetton between 1 and 3 p.m. A
lsmall concession but a step in the
right direction.

& D 2

Taken feom

D.C

‘Dusham Cheonicle

Sepr. 1qu7.

Now. qu.
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. From our own Correspondents

'Hetton and the Stephenson

centenary

WHEN the George Stephen-

son Centenary is cele-
prated in August, it is hoped
that the day will be duly
recognised at Hetton |

Stephenson built the eight-|
mile railway f{rom Heiton to
Sunderland over Warden Law,
¢o that the owners of the|
Hetton Collieries could ship
their coal on the Wear,

The line was opened on 18
November, 1822, and In Sykes’
Local Records of Northumbers-
land and Durham it is stated
that there were on the line of
the day “five of Mr. George
Ste hens.ou's patent travelling
cnS 165¢

ne of these en[flncs worked
at the Hetton end of the line
for 90 years and was even-
tually, in 1912, sent to the Rail-
way Museum at York,

It was brought into service
again 14 years later, to take
part in the celebration of the
centenary of the Stockton and
Darlington Railway in 1925

The suggestion has been
made that the old engine might
be brought back to Hetton for
the centenary

<« < .

Noethern Echo . April

19 LS.
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Another

Call To

Public Men

E\TR WAKEFIELD ADAM. the eminent London

engineer, having noted in recent issues the

active interest that

in the effort to improve
in this county, has put

COUNTY RICH IN
MINERALS

He writes: Nature has pro-
vided Durham with water power,
\but you must harness it at soveral
suitable places along the Wear,
and along the other rivers border
ing the co ity

Nature has also.provided you:
with rich coal, » tamous
prosperity ot vour county
should neither wasted the
many wasteln using
lcoal in industry and ‘Failway
|transport, nor exporte
enricn

county

be

methods «

aw (o
abrdad I'he
our country
ent leadership
undertake the
of your resources
workable coal and also

utiltsation of your rich coal
the fullest possihle extent,

Needed

[x:..i.ir;m~

countries
rity ot
nds o

intell

leg
which will

con
ol
the

w

ervation

Plans

I'hese should  be |
studied carefully, and intelligent
plans should formulated, in a
msatter of {not years) and
carried om without further delay
In this way, and in this way
only, vour county can become rich
and prosperous

be

WeeLs

{ 15 & 1y tuch
suffering for lack of industries
when nature has provided yout
county with available water
power and rich coal,

| wish that the Bishaop and alsu
the Dean of Durham would pray
for the better leadership of the

trage.

county and the opening of the
eves of their people to see and |
{ x‘pplu iate the bountiful riches
! which God has provided for|
[them, and that they may be
given initiative for the intelli

gent use of these riches so that
the people might derive full
benefit,

Suggested Coal Processing

You should your
valuable Durhawm coal {rom being
exported.  [Dritain to.day ds 1n|
ibe position..of a.mans who has
become Insolvent, who tmust
either pawn or sell some of hig
possessions in order to live, The
national policy should be to get
out of this dreadful situation as
soon o3 possible, and instead of
solling raw eoal we should get!
about four times greater revenuc
by processing coal -to produce
mokeless fuel for domestie
requirements and exporting the
very wide range of valuable
products obtainable from the
large number of coul derivatives
produced from the manufacture
of the smokeless fuel Ihese
derivatives are at present being
burned in domestic fires produc
ing large quantities of smoke

prevent

and soot to pollute the atmosphere,

-

Dr.
County Councillor N. F

-
.

Dalton, M.P., and
Nattrass are showing
the industrial situation
forward another plea.

would

prosperous

result be the instalia-

ot

The
industries
and

replace

uon in

Durham County,
atmosphere,
and dirt.
The fact that your present
leaders are willing to continue
putting up with poverty and dint
not God's fault, You must
use your brains and your hands
take ful! advantage what
God has provided for you before

clean |
poverty

a
o

15

to ot

your very eves Dan't allow ihe
euple W certain towns and
village be transported «
Northumberland - there should ve
enty of work for them n
Durham County under intelligent

leadershin

Danacr of Exporling

If some coal wust be exported
meet the present needs of a
desperate Britain, don't let yom

o

rich Durbam coal be exported
{you need it for you own pros
perin I.et Narthumberland

expurt some coal tor this purpose
During a period of 50 years
prior 10 the end ot 1939, official

records sMow that more than
2.740,000.000 tons of coal were
exported from this country st
relatively  low  prices.  With |
nodernised b a - ¢ andustries, |
Biitain  wonld  only  require’
IH0000.000 tons  of eoal per
annum, 30 that it can be said
that by ecsporting this great

quantity of oal during 50 years

we have written off more than 'R

yeurs of Britain's existence as an

industrial nation. That is indeed
)

a price to pay in order
to the vesied interests of
coal exporters and coal shippers

If instead ot shipping all this
coal abroad we had been using
smokeiess fuel for domestic pur-
poses, and making and selling

valuable products from the coal
derivatives, this country would
have heen in a  far stronger
financial position to-day.

Durtham Cheonicle

Jan

OUR DURHAM COAL

lv‘i “n
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CROSS SECTION OF ELEMORE MINE.

SHOWING :~ TYPES OF ROCK.
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MINERS TO BECOME
REDUNDANT |

What has been described as “‘a!
sensational announcement’’ hasi
‘been made by the consultative
committee at Elemore Colliery. |
They have‘stated that 205 men
are shortly to be dispensed with |
on the grounds of redundancy
Out of that number 108 will be
transfarred to other collieries and
12 old men will be retived, ha:
there is no guarantee of other
work for the remaining 78 up u«
now,

Coun. H. Bainbridge, secretary
ol the Elemore Miners’ Lodgy
and a member of the consultative
com.mittee, told the Durhan
Chronicle that the committee had
met members of the N.C.B. “We
were informed,” he said, '‘that
numbers had to be reduced at
the colliery because the Huttor
seam and part of the five-quarie:

seam were closing,"

"| Conn. Baighridge said that the
N.C.B. stated that Eppleton
Colliery would take 68 of the
men and Hetton Lyons 41. The
remaining 78 would have no
guarantee of work as yel hile
the old men would receive 12
| weeks' wages as a gratuity. The
Lodge was hopeful that some of
the 78 at least would be retained
at Elemore.

“To put men on the dole
when there is such an outcry for
| miners," went on Coun, Bain
| bridge, ‘‘appears to be 2
ridicuious position.'

There will be a mass meeting
of the Elemore Miners’ Lodge or
Sunday morning, when members
| will be addressed by Mr Saw
| Watson, general secretary of the
[D.M.A.  No names have been|
| submitted by the N.C.B, as per-|
| sonnel to be dispensed with nndI
[it is expected that the meeting|
[on Sunday will decide what|
system should be used.

The colliery employs abont|
1,500 wsan and hoyr and for thel
last three weeks the weekly
target of 7,000 tons has been
exceeded.

1

qo.

“SENSATION” AT£LEMORE |

Ducham Cheonicle .

l
Jan . \qus.

HETTON

Eppleton miners sent to bank
last week 10,442 tons. The|
weekly target is*10,000 tons. !

Coal. — Eppleton colliery
exceeded its 10,000-ton target last
week by 203 tons, |

Elemore Colliery has again
topped its target, The 7.000
tons was r.\cch\--l l\'\' A58 tons

RASTRe e

Wear coal exporis.—Total ex-
poris of coal from the Wear
during February were 223,000
(tons, an increase of 10,894 tons
ion February, 1947, and a_de-
crease of 152,304 tong on Feb-
ruary, 1933,

Fek. 1qug,

March 1Qug.

Few 1qus.

Facch qug.
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TO DURHAM

HEN officers of young farmers’ elubs in County Durham |
; assembled for a course of instruction at the School of
Agriculture, Houghall, during the week-end,! ~ -~ —— — ~|
they were naturally elated by the news to
hand of the successes of the county team at
the London Dairy Show. Against competitors
from all parts of England and Wales the
Durham representatives carried off two,
coveted frophies. It was the first competition
since the war and, singularly enough, a
Durham team won one of the cups in the 1938
show, the last to be held before Hitler started
hostilities.

COUNTY TEAMS

WINI\'ERS of the “ Farm|began at the School of Agricul
and Stockbreeder ” Cup|ture on Saturday afternoon, M;
for the best performance among J. W. Cassels, Director of
county teams from all parts of|Agriculture for the County, and
England and Wales were Valerie | Mt L. Y. Dent, former chairman,
Nicholson (Butsfield Club), aged | Durham County N.F.U., both
17;: William Preston (Crook), congratulated the Durham teams
aged 20; and Tom Lawson upon their successes,
(Sedgefield), aged 19. The con-| The school, arranged by Mr
test took place at Olympia, and [T, A. Milburn (the county secre-
when the presentation took place tary), was an outstanding
the Durbam team were congratu- |success. Young farmers are
lated, one of the judges remark essentially practical. They take
ing that there "was a much|a serious view of their work and
higher standard among the |are determined to learn all they‘
North representatives compared |can about the important tasks
with those from the South. they will be called to fulfil, In
Each team judged a group of [the course there were some 50
cattle, placed them according to | young folk from clubs in almost
merit, and then gave their|avery part of the county, and
reason orally. Northumberland |they showed real keenness.
were second. It is interesting to| After the reception by  Mr |
racall thay when lasy the compe- | Cassels, the young people were
tition was held, in 1038, John|given some "ideas as to the
Nicholson, Valerie's brother, then | duties of a club chairman by M1
a boy of 12, was a member of | Dent. Mr 1L, M, Brewis, chair-
the winning team in the ** under {man of the Durbam County

21 " section. Federation, Chester - le - Street,
si s of a club secre
Harold Jackson Troph presided. Duties of a club secre 4
John (now 23) was a pmexnbev :ary were dealt with by Mr 8. F. Durha m Chronicle..

» . o1 Jones, assistant secretary, North
“ih,fs Joors team in the ™ over Yorkshire and South Durham
2l's * competing for the Ham’;’ N.F.U., with Mr T. BScott, E. L \qu<
’]ad‘son Trophy: and ‘bis col Chester-le-Street Young Farmers' .0, .
e Sk SEYHoRE ,,,n'ew“ Club, presiding. Following a
{West Hartlepool)_‘ aged 24, and djscussion on group work, there
Matthew Hutchinson (West were films under the chairman-

Hartlepool), aged 21, Jobhn had | : A
tho highest individual score n|MP of Miss Mary Metcalfe,

Croft, The evening was devoted
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‘ !;’Hetton Rate Down

WELCOME
EASTER GIFT

“ryHIs in‘a substantial Easter|

egg for the
Hetton,” remarked Coun. L.
Kelly, when moving the adop-
tion of a rate of 16s in the £ for
the enzuing hnancial year. Com.
pared with the rate for the
previous 12 months, this repre
sents a decrease of 3s Bd in the
4. The water rate will be 3z 4d,
against 3s 6d Jast year,

Twelve months ago, Coun.
Kelly recalled, he assured the
Council that their funds were in
lsuch a sound condition that not
only would essential services be

people of

dards, but that the rate would
be stabilised 'irrespective of any
adverse fluctuations of the county
precept for a few years.. He
repeated with the same confidence
last year’s prediction that the
rate would certainly not be
increased 12 months from now.
The Council’'s acconnts revealed
a surplus of £6,400, the equiva-
lent of a rate of 2s 5d.

In the highways department,
£5,992 of the £6,337 estimated
had not been used. This was
lseriows, and while there is a
valid explanation of this state of
|affairs, 1t must not be allowed to
be repeated, There was suffici-
ent work to be done to Hetton's
footpaths, back streets, etc., to
keep a small army of men
employed and to use up a mint
of monev. It was work that
ought to have been done 30 years
ago. Last year there was a rate
fund balance of /28,000, or an
jequivalent rate of approximately
{10s Bd  This was money they
had in the bank after they had
met statutory liabilitics,

“HIGHLY EMBARRASSED"

! Continuing, ~ Coun.  Kelly

|declared that they were start-

ing the financial .year highly
embarrassed—not with a deficit, |
but with an almost frightening
surplus of approximately /34,000
and they could reduce the rate,
if they so desired, by 125 11d
over and above the Hs 8d by
which it was being reduced. The
Council proposed to make heavy |
inrvads on that surplus during|
the year, and they wonld accept
no excuses for failure to carry
out essential werks,

One of the means by which
the rate fund balance would be
reduced wonld be several schemes
for the improvement of the
district, and the year wounld see
the new direct labour venture

in foll swing,
HOUSE RENTS

Coun. Kelly sajd the Housing
Committee was concerned about
house repairs For years no
repairs were done and no attempt
made to build up a repairs fund
balance, and during the war
repairs were almost entirely
suspended. Two years ago the
Council set about tackling the
problem, but found that there
was o much to be done, and
costs of materials and labour
were so high, that the estimates
for repairs were swallowed up
almost immediately, The huge
sum of [10,000 was. being set
aside to meet repairs to Council
housas

Referring to -rents of Council

houses, Coun. RKelly reminded
them that these were going to be
lifted and it could mnot be
avoided. But in view of the
reduction in rates, no Council
house tenant would be called
upon to pay any more actgal
cazh,

Coun Kelly thanked members
and Mr W..J]. Dring (clerk), of
whom he said, “ He has spent
long hours in licking estimates
into ship-shape.”

The rate was adopted. }

Docnam Chronicle,

March (Qu3.
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